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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  RINGWOOD  AND  FORDINGBRIDGE. 


REPORT 

of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1938. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Ringwood 
and  Fordingbridge  Rural  District,  which  is  for  the  year  1938. 

The  figures  and  data  set  forth  in  this  Report  will  be  found  to 
provide  a  concise  summary  of  the  vital  statistics  and  sanitary  activities 
relative  to  your  District  in  1938. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  District  covers  an  area  of  90,140  acres,  or  approximately 
140  square  miles,  and  includes  a  considerable  area  of  the  New  Forest. 
On  its  north  lie  the  Wiltshire  Downs,  on  the  west  the  extensive  moor¬ 
lands  of  Dorset,  while  on  the  south  the  District  approaches  within 
three  miles  of  the  sea,  being  separated  from  it  by  the  coastal  Borough 
of  Christchurch.  Geologically  the  District  in  the  main  is  made  up  of 
the  Eocene  formations  known  as  the  Bracklesham  beds  and  the 
B;  gshot  sands.  These  consist  of  sands  and  clays  forming  wide  areas 
of  open  forest  and  heath.  *  On  either  side  of  the  rivers  Avon  and  Stour 
are  beds  of  aluvium.  The  area  is  largely  covered  with  gravel  and 
gravelly  soil. 

The  District  contains  sixteen  parishes,  having  a  population  of 
close  upon  19,000  persons,  about  half  of  whom  live  in  the  two  historic 
towns  of  Ringwood  and  of  Fordingbridge,  both  situated  on  the  banks 
of  the  River  Avon. 

Few  localities  offer  greater  facilities  or  more  numerous  attractions 
to  lovers  of  Nature,  and  to  the  archaeologist  or  geologist ;  while  the 
equable  climate,  mild  in  summer  and  warm  in  winter,  attracts  many 
persons  seeking  retirement  where  exceptional  opportunities  exist  for 
golf,  fishing,  hunting,  and  other  out-door  recreations. 

The  main  occupation  of  the  population  is  agricultural,  and  there 
are  in  the  District  some  282  dairy  farms  possessing  approximately 
3,400  head  of  cattle.  A  considerable  amount  of  the  milk  supply  for 
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London  and  other  towns  is  produced  in  the  District  by  contract  with 
large  Dairy  Companies.  Considerable  pig-farming  largely  on  the 
Danish  system  is  also  carried  on.  Among  other  industries  are  the 
preparation  of  proprietary  infant  food,  strawberry  and  water-cress 
growing,  and  the  manufacture  of  agricultural  machinery. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. — Dr.  C.  Conyers  Morrell,  d.p.h. 
Part  time  (not  engaged  in  private  practice)  ;  also  holds  part-time 
appointments  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Borough  of  Christchurch, 
and  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. — R.  A.  Skelton  ;  also  Meat,  Food  and 
Petroleum  Inspector,  and  Drainage  Works  Manager.  Whole-time 
appointment.  Holds  Certificates  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
follows  : — Sanitary  Inspector  ;  Meat  Inspector  ;  Smoke  Inspector 
and  Sanitary  Science. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. — R.  A.  Upstone  ;  also  Building 
Byelaws  Surveyor  and  Housing  Estates  Manager.  Holds  Certificate 
of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  Examination 
Board. 

Contributions  to  the  salaries  of  the  above  Officers  are  made  under 
the  Local  Government  Act,  1933. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE 
YEAR  1938. 

Area  (in  acres)  90,140.  Population,  Census  1931 — 18,217. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  year  1938)  according  to  Rate 
Books— 5,774. 

Rateable  value  at  1st  October,  1938 — £113,860.  Sum  represented 

by  a  id.  rate,  i938“39 — £457  13s-  ld* 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  Population  for  purposes  of  vital 
statistics — 18,680.  (Comparability  factor — 0.77). 

Total  Males  Females 

Live  Births — Legitimate  .  .  .  .  234  132  102 

Illegitimate  12  4  8 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population — 13.2. 

Total  Males  Females 

Still-births — Legitimate  ....  6  4  2 

Illegitimate  1  o  1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births — 27.7. 

Total  Males  Females 

Deaths  ..  ..  ..  ..  248  119  129 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population — 13.3. 
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Deaths  from  puerperal  causes — 

Deaths 

Puerperal  sepsis  .  .  .  .  i 

Other  puerperal  causes  .  .  2 

Total  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 


Rate  per  1,000  total 
(1 live  and  still)  births 

o-39 
0.79 
1 . 18 


Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births — 28.45. 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births — 25.64. 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births — 83.33. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) — 42. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) — o. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) — 3. 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) — o. 


Cancer  accounted  for  16.9  per  cent,  of  all  deaths.  There  were 
during  1938  42  deaths  attributed  to  this  cause,  of  which  22  were 
males  and  20  were  females.  One  death  was  attributed  to  Influenza. 
Six  cases  of  Suicide  were  recorded. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  FIVE  YEARS  1934  to  1938— 
Rural  District  of  Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge,  and  England 
and  Wales. 


R.D.  Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge 

England  and  Wales 

Year 

B.R. 

D.R. 

I.M.R. 

B.R. 

D.R. 

I.M.R. 

1934 

F3'4 

1 2‘2 

4i'o 

1 4*8 

II-8 

59 

1935 

13-2 

I  2’  I 

32-8 

147 

117 

57 

1936 

13*3 

13*1 

48*2 

14*8 

1  2’  I 

59 

1937 

F3' 9 

1 1'8 

23-1 

H'9 

I2'4 

58 

1938 

13-2 

i3'3 

277 

D'i 

1 1‘6 

53 

From  this  Table  you  will  observe  that  the  slight  progressive 
recovery  in  the  birth-rate  shown  during  the  previous  three  years 
has  become  checked,  while  a  rise  in  the  death-rate  has  brought  about 
a  state  of  stationary,  even  slightly  falling,  population,  so  far  as  natural 
increase,  that  is  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  is  concerned.  When 
natural  increase  or  decrease  is  considered  in  conjunction  with  migra¬ 
tion  into  or  out  of  the  district  many  difficulties  occur  in  attempting 
to  arrive  at  the  precise  population,  since  no  concise  data  for  this 
factor  are  available  other  than  somewhat  conjectural  figures  based 
mainly  upon  housing  statistics. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  in  this  country  censal  enumerations  are 
taken  at  ten-yearly  periods  only,  a  period  during  which,  as  has  certainly 
been  the  case  since  the  last  Census  was  taken,  very  marked  migratory 
changes  may  occur  between  areas,  the  precise  recording  of  which  is 
for  many  reasons  impracticable,  and  even  impossible.  In  several 
countries  it  has  long  been  the  practice  to  make  censal  enumerations  at 
shorter  intervals,  generally  five-yearly,  under  which  circumstances 
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far  more  concise  information  is  available  for  arriving  at  estimates  in 
the  intervening  years  in  respect  to  many  important  aspects  of  popu¬ 
lation  movement,  both  local  and  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

So  far  as  can  reasonably  be  determined  it  would  appear  that  in  your 
district  population  is  tending  to  fall,  or  at  all  events  remain  stationary, 
a  circumstance  which  necessarily  is  accompanied  by  specific  changes 
in  age  constitution  and  other  demographic  factors  which  reflect 
themselves  in  changing  rates  both  of  births  and  of  deaths.  Emigration, 
for  example,  from  your  district  of  young  and  middle-aged  persons,  as 
also  immigration  into  your  district  of  elderly  persons,  necessarily  tends 
to  raise  the  death-rate,  factors  which,  there  is  reason  to  think,  to  an 
appreciable  extent  may  account  for  the  increase  in  the  death-rate  in 
your  district  as  also  for  the  fall  in  the  birth-rate. 

Such  change,  if  continued,  may  in  time  necessitate  new  con¬ 
siderations  with  regard  to  policies  for  future  housing  and  other  com¬ 
mitments  for  your  district.  The  next  Census  is  due  to  be  taken  in 
1941,  when  full  statistical  information  will  become  available  ;  mean¬ 
while,  it  were  best  not  to  place  too  great  reliance  upon  the  somewhat 
restricted  and  indefinite  data  at  present  available.  Main  policies, 
such  as  those  you  have  under  consideration  for  water  supplies,  sewerage, 
and  general  sanitation,  are  of  course  in  no  way  affected,  since  it  is 
very  obvious  that  no  very  immediate  change  in  population  structure, 
other  than  fortuitous  such  as  might  result  from  war  emergency,  is 
imminent. 

Recent  theories  concerning  the  decline  of  the  birth-rate  through 
limitation  of  families  in  the  country  as  a  whole  and  predicted  ultimate 
changes  in  the  general  structure  of  population  will  be  well  known  to 
you.  These,  of  course,  concern  chiefly  the  distant  future  rather  than 
the  present,  nevertheless  it  were  well  in  the  interests  of  posterity, 
as  of  course  also  of  the  present  generation,  to  press  forward  all  measures 
for  improvement  of  housing  and  environment  to  the  end  of  encouraging 
fertility  among  the  healthy  classes  of  the  rural  community.  Such 
measures,  in  addition,  will  tend  to  check  the  concomitant  present 
undesirable  drift  from  and  consequent  depopulation  of  rural  areas. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the 
year  1938 — 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

23 

D 

O 

Erysipelas 

I 

O 

O 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

2 

I 

Poliomyelitis 

6 

4 

2 

Pneumonia 

16 

I 

12 

5 

Age  Incidence  of  Notified  Cases. 


Age  Periods 
Years 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Polio¬ 

myelitis 

Pneumonia 

Under  1 

0 

O 

O 

0 

I 

2 

O 

O 

O 

I 

I 

3 

2 

O 

O 

O 

O 

4 

I 

O 

O 

O 

2 

5 

2 

O 

O 

O 

1 

10 

14 

O 

O 

I 

I 

4 

O 

O 

2 

I 

20 

0 

O 

I 

0 

2 

35 

0 

I 

2 

I 

O 

45 

0 

O 

O 

O 

I 

65 

0 

O 

O 

I 

3 

Over  65 

0 

O 

O 

0 

3 

Totals  ... 

23 

I 

3 

6 

16 

Three  cases  of  Ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified  during  the 
year,  no  untoward  results. 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS. 

During  the  months  of  October  and  November  a  small  outbreak 
(six  cases)  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Infantile  Paralysis)  occurred,  with 
one  exception  the  cases  being  confined  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Fordingbridge.  The  first  case  was  notified  on  the  ist  October,  a 
female  aged  51  years  living  at  Woodgreen,  the  date  of  onset  was  given 
as  the  29th  September,  and  the  patient  died  on  the  day  of  notification. 
The  last  case  notified  was  on  the  15th  November.  All  cases,  except 
the  first,  were  admitted  to  Hospital,  two  cases,  children  aged  1  and 
6  years,  being  sent  to  Alton.  In  no  case  was  there  respiratory  in¬ 
volvement.  In  addition  to  the  above  mentioned  fatal  case,  a  male 
patient  aged  30  years  also  succumbed  to  the  disease. 

The  source  of  infection  was  unable  to  be  traced.  During  the 
same  period  cases  occurred  in  the  Counties  of  Dorset  and  Wiltshire, 
and  in  other  Districts  in  Hampshire,  and  also  in  other  parts  of  England, 
particularly  in  Oxfordshire.  No  direct,  or  even  indirect  contact, 
however,  with  these  could  be  traced.  All  possible  precautions  were 
taken  to  prevent  spread  of  infection  ;  in  every  case  medical  prac¬ 
titioners  notifying  were  communicated  with,  and  consultations  were 
held  by  me  with  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  other  medical 
authorities.  Special  precautions  were  taken  at  the  Fordingbridge 
Church  of  England  School.  A  questionnaire  was  addressed  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer  to  all  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  the  County 
asking  for  detailed  information  upon  administrative  aspects,  medical 
symptoms,  and  facilities  for  treatment,  etc. 

In  the  following  table  are  shown  particulars  of  the  six  cases  : — 
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Notified 

Date  of  Onset 

Sex 

Age 

Result 

i  October 

29  October 

Female 

51 

Died 

18  October 

— 

Male 

14 

Recovered 

4  November 

2  November 

Male 

30 

Died 

12  November 

4  November 

Female 

6 

Recovered 

13  November 

29  October 

Female 

14 

Recovered 

15  November 

4  November 

Female 

1 

Recovered 

A  Circular  Letter  received  from  the  Town  Clerk  of  Winchester 
asking  that  your  Council  would  agree  in  principle  to  collaborate  with 
other  local  authorities  in  the  County  in  procuring  an  Artificial  Respir¬ 
ator  Apparatus  (Drincker)  for  use  in  connection  with  the  treatment 
of  Infantile  Paralysis  was  considered  by  your  Public  Health  Committee, 
and  was  approved.  A  little  later,  however,  the  generous  provision 
made  by  Lord  Nuffield  of  Artificial  Respirators  to  hospitals  made 
such  acquisition  unnecessary. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  THE 
SEVEN  YEARS,  1932  to  1938. 


Year 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Enteric  and 
Paratyphoid 

Erysipelas 

Population 

1932 

23 

6 

O 

6 

5 

18,400 

1933 

27 

21 

2 

0 

7 

18,390 

1934 

41 

20 

3 

0 

5 

18,360 

1935 

13 

7 

2 

2 

4 

18,500 

1936 

9 

5 

O 

0 

3 

18,640 

1937 

i5 

7 

I 

3 

4 

18,690 

1938 

23 

0 

3 

0 

1 

l8,680 

TUBERCULOSIS.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1938 — 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Age  Periods. 

Respiratory. 

Non-respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Non-respiratory. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

O 

I 

I 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

.  •  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

5 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

I 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

15 

I 

•  •  • 

I 

I 

... 

I 

. . . 

25 

4 

2 

I 

... 

I 

... 

... 

35 

3 

... 

... 

I 

... 

I 

45 

2 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

. . . 

... 

•  • 

55 

1 

.  .  . 

•  •  . 

.  .  . 

2 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

65  and  upwards 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Totals  ... 

1 1 

2 

2 

3 

4 

0 

I 

I 

Notification  is  efficient.  There  is  no  evidence  of  excessive  in¬ 
cidence  of,  or  mortality  from,  Tuberculosis  in  any  particular 
occupation  in  the  area. 
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CANCER. 

In  recent  years  increasing  attention  has  been  called  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  to  the  incidence  of  malignant  disease,  and  much  intensive 
research  has  been  carried  out  upon  its  etiology,  treatment,  and  cure. 
Early  diagnosis  and  adequate  treatment  by  surgical  or  other  means 
in  the  earliest  stages  is  imperative  ;  thereby  much  ill-health  and 
incapacity  can  be  and  has  been  stayed,  and  many  valuable  lives  saved. 
In  connection  with  progressive  methods  of  treatment  it  is  important 
to  note  that  special  arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Hampshire 
County  Council  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  cancer  residing  in  the 
County  for  which  a  course  of  radium  or  X-ray  treatment  is  considered 
necessary,  financial  assistance  toward  the  cost  of  treatment  being 
given  in  approved  necessitous  cases. 

During  the  first  two  decades  of  the  present  century  mortality 
from  cancer  exhibited  steady  increase,  though  now  it  appears  probable 
that  the  actual  rate  of  increase  is  somewhat  more  apparent  than  real, 
the  apparent  rising  incidence  being  attributable  in  part  to  improved 
methods  and  skill  in  diagnosis,  and  in  part  to  collateral  tendency  to 
increasing  longevity.  Some  actual  increase,  however,  does  appear 
to  have  taken  place  in  recent  years,  and,  in  consequence,  increasing 
efforts  are  being  made  to  combat  the  affection  both  by  new  methods 
of  treatment  and  in  particular  by  educating  and  urging  the  general 
public  to  seek  medical  advice  so  soon  as  possible.  To  this  end  an 
association  known  as  the  British  Empire  Cancer  Campaign  was  formed 
some  few  years  ago,  one  of  its  outstanding  objects  being  to  stimulate 
the  education  of  the  public  on  matters  concerning  cancer.  For  this 
purpose  panels  of  medical  men  able  and  willing  to  give  popular  lectures 
upon  the  subject  were  formed  throughout  the  country.  In  your 
District  such  a  voluntary  panel  was  formed  in  1935,  and  occasional 
lectures  have  since  been  given  at  Women’s  Institutes  and  at  similar 
social  centres. 

Cancer  accounts  for  about  14  per  cent,  of  all  deaths,  affecting 
chiefly  the  middle-aged  and  older  sections  of  the  population,  the 
incidence  naturally  being  highest  in  local  populations  having  a  high 
proportion  of  elderly  persons.  More  than  half  of  all  deaths  over  the 
age  of  65  years  are  attributable  to  this  cause.  The  percentage  dis¬ 
tribution  of  all  deaths  from  cancer  at  age  periods  in  the  County  of 
Hampshire  during  the  year  1937  is  shown  in  the  following  Table, 
the  figures  of  which  approximate  closely  those  for  the  previous  four 
years. 


Age 

Up  to  45 

45—65 

65—75 

Over  75 

Per  cent. 

7'4 

357 

32-2 

247 

In  the  next  Table  are  shown  for  the  past  six  years  details  of  the 
incidence  of  deaths  from  cancer  in  your  District  ;  from  these  it  will 
be  observed  that,  as  is  general  throughout  the  country,  a  slightly 
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higher  proportion  of  deaths  from  cancer  occurs  among  females  than 
among  males,  the  mean  proportion  being  approximately  for  your 
District  iio  females  to  ioo  males. 


Year 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Per  cent,  of 
all  deaths 

Deaths  per  i,c 

Rural 

District 

00  population 

Countv  of 
Hampshire 

1933 

18 

25 

43 

i7'° 

2*3 

i*5 

1934 

PS 

21 

36 

i6'o 

i*9 

i*4 

1935 

12 

14 

26 

H  5 

i*4 

1*4 

1936 

18 

20 

33 

15-6 

2'0 

16 

1937 

1 7 

12 

29 

P3’1 

i*5 

i*5 

1938 

22 

20 

42 

i6‘9 

2'2 

Deaths  from  Cancer  in  the  Rural  District. 

At  present  some  difficulty  arises  in  assessing  the  extent  of  mor¬ 
bidity  from  cancer  since  the  disease  is  not  a  notifiable  one,  figures  of 
fatality  only  being  available  from  the  periodic  returns  made  by 
Registrars  of  Births  and  Deaths. 

The  provisions  of  the  new  Cancer  Act  which  recently  received  the 
Royal  Assent  will  be  of  inestimable  value  in  forwarding  the  control 
and  cure  of  malignant  disease. 

1  would  ask  that  your  Council  avail  itself  of  every  opportunity 
which  may  present  itself  for  advancing  propaganda  upon  cancer,  to 
the  end  of  assuaging  the  incidence  of  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most 
distressing  and  fatal  afflictions  known  to  mankind. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Mains  of  the  West  Hampshire  AVater  Company  now  supply 
practically  the  whole  of  your  District  with  the  exception  of  some  part 
of  the  area  in  the  extreme  north-west  and  a  few  outlying  areas  in  other 
parts  of  your  District.  During  the  year  extensions  of  this  Water 
Company’s  mains  were  made  to  the  parishes  of  Rockbourne  and  of 
Whitsbury. 

Analysis  of  the  water  is  carried  out  monthly  at  the  Bournemouth 
Corporation  Laboratory  and  at  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories. 
Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  D.  Llewellyn,  the  Company’s  Manager, 
the  reports  of  these  analyses  are  at  all  times  open  to  my  inspection, 
and  I  am  able  to  say  that  they  have  been  invariably  satisfactory.  The 
supply  is  constant  ;  it  is  of  moderate  hardness,  free  from  plumbo- 
solvent  action,  entirely  free  from  metals,  and  consistently  of  the 
highest  degree  of  bacterial  purity. 

The  intensive  inspection  of  well  water  supplies,  particularly  in  the 
town  of  Fordingbridge,  commenced  by  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
in  1937,  has  been  continued  ;  some  260  inspections  have  been  made 
during  the  year,  and  15 1  samples  were  submitted  to  analysis.  Of 
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these,  45  per  cent,  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  that  is  slightly  or 
highly  polluted,  and  it  is  eminently  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report 
that  as  a  result  of  these  inspections  no  less  than  93  per  cent,  of  these 
dangerous  supplies  were  remedied  by  the  dwellings  obtaining  their 
water  supply  from  the  polluted  wells  being  connected  with  main  water 
supply  of  the  West  Hampshire  Water  Company. 

The  desideratum  is  rapidly  being  reached  when,  with  the  exception 
of  isolated  dwellings  inaccessible  to  mains,  a  pure,  wholesome,  and 
constant  water  supply  will  be  available  to  all  inhabitants  in  your 
District. 

SANITATION. 

Ringwood  Sewerage. 

The  functioning  of  your  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Moortown 
has  continued  to  be  satisfactory  and  efficient ;  visits  have  been  made 
by  me  at  irregular  times  during  the  year  to  these  works.  A  temporary 
breakdown  of  electrical  pumping  plant  occurred  at  Bickerley  Pumping 
Station  in  April,  and  the  emergency  arising  therefrom  was  met  by 
the  hiring  of  a  petrol  driven  pump. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  household  refuse  at  the  twelve 
official  dumps  in  the  District  has  been  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory 
manner.  Complaint  was  made  by  contractors  of  defective  refuse 
receptacles  ;  handbills  were  distributed  urging  upon  householders 
the  provision  of  proper  covered  receptacles.  Arrangements  made 
for  the  collection  of  tins  in  various  parishes  have  also  been  satisfactory 
and  additional  dumps  for  these  have  been  provided. 

Litter  Receptacles. 

Your  Council  decided  to  provide  litter  receptacles  for  the  towns 
of  Ringwood  and  of  Fordingbridge.  Seven  receptacles  were  placed 
in  the  streets  of  Ringwood  and  four  in  Fordingbridge,  and  prints  of 
the  County  Council  Litter  Byelaws  were  posted  in  both  towns. 

Pollution  of  Road  Ditches. 

Nuisance  occurred  arising  from  fouling  of  road  ditches  by  over¬ 
flowing  cess-pits  of  premises  situated  at  North  Poulner,  Frogham, 
and  at  Burley.  In  each  case  Notice  was  served  and  the  nuisance 
abated. 

Town  Ditch ,  Ringwood. 

Nuisance  arose  from  the  blocking  of  culverts  under  lanes  crossing 
the  ditch  through  accumulations  of  dead  leaves  and  vegetation.  The 
County  Council  was  requested  to  clean  the  ditch  and  this  was  satis¬ 
factorily  carried  out. 
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Cleansing  of  Premises. 

Complaint  was  received  of  nuisance  arising  from  the  neglected 
and  dirty  state  of  a  small  occupied  dwelling  in  the  village  of  Winkton. 
Notice  was  served  under  Section  83  of  the  P.H.A.  1936,  and  the 
nuisance  was  abated. 

FORDINGBRIDGE  SANITATION. 

The  matter  of  a  main  sewerage  scheme  for  the  area  of  Fording- 
bridge  again  received  your  considerable  attention  during  the  year, 
but  for  financial  reasons  the  inauguration  of  a  scheme  for  the  area  has 
again  been  deferred.  I  have  in  previous  Reports  drawn  detailed 
attention  to  the  need  for  sewerage  in  this  area,  and  I  would  press  that 
every  avenue  be  explored  with  a  view  to  its  inception  in  the  near 
future. 

The  one  fortunate  feature  is  that  no  extensive  building  is  taking 
place  in  the  area  ;  the  fact,  however,  remains  that  many  dwellings 
have  recently  been  connected  with  Main  Water  Supply  on  account 
of  polluted  wells.  Such  extension  of  main  water  supply  necessarily 
accentuates  the  urgency  for  main  sewerage,  since  the  uncomfortable 
paradox  obtrudes  itself  that  while  potential  improvement  to  the  health 
of  the  area  is  brought  about  by  increased  access  to  wholesome  and 
abundant  water  supply,  its  very  abundance,  as  against  the  more 
limited  well  supplies,  is  likely  to  increase  the  risk  of  danger  arising 
from  overflow  of  cess-pits  in  small  curtilages.  It  is,  in  fact,  impossible 
to  disregard  with  equanimity  the  well-established  sanitary  axiom  that 
where  main  water  supply  is  provided  main  sewerage  is  essential. 

HOUSING 

In  my  Reports  for  the  past  three  years  I  have  commented  at 
some  length  upon  various  aspects  of  housing  and  housing  requirements 
in  your  District,  in  particular  drawing  attention  to  the  position  with 
regard  to  old  and  dilapidated  properties  and  to  the  desirability  of 
raising  the  general  standard  of  comfort  and  domestic  amenities  for 
rural  workers.  Through  your  appointment  of  Mr.  R.  A.  Upstone 
in  1935  as  Building  Byelaws  and  Housing  Surveyor  very  great  advance 
has  been  brought  about,  and  as  a  result  of  his  untiring  and  most 
painstaking  work  you  now  have  at  your  disposal  a  very  complete  and 
comprehensive  detailed  survey  of  housing  circumstances  in  your 
District. 

Thereby  you  are  afforded  an  amplitude  of  material  for  the  formu¬ 
lation  of  schemes  for  advancing  materially  and  improving  housing 
conditions  throughout  your  area.  It  is  very  satisfactory  to  be  able 
to  say  that  no  time  has  been  lost  in  so  doing,  since,  as  the  result  of 
the  survey  carried  out  during  the  year,  your  Council  are  proposing 
to  erect  sixty-three  Council  Houses  throughout  the  District,  which 
houses  will  be  used  as  far  as  possible  for  re-housing  families  from 


unfit  cottages.  While  some  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in 
obtaining  suitable  sites,  this  is  one  which  without  doubt  will  very 
shortly  be  overcome. 

The  present  Building  Byelaws  cease  to  have  effect  in  1939  and  the 
New  Model  Byelaws  which  are  very  much  more  comprehensive  will 
take  their  place.  The  work  involved  in  enforcing  these  will  place 
considerable  additional  strain  upon  your  existing  officials,  and  to 
this  end  your  consideration  will  need  to  be  given  to  supplementing 
your  staff. 

I  now  beg  to  append  a  statement  of  Housing  Statistics  for  the 
year  1938,  together  with  Mr.  R.  A.  Upstone’s  special  report  upon  the 
work  carried  out  in  his  department. 


Housing  Statistics  for  the  Year  1938. 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  : — - 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  241 
(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  529 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  210 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  427 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  146 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

j. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 


Nil 

Nil 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1036  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  None 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  None 


4. — Housing  Act,  rgg6. — Part  IV. — Overcrowding . 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 
Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year 
Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 
during  the  year 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 
cases 


(b) 

(c) 


(1) 

(2) 


crowding  provision  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 


Houses 

Tents, 

etc. 

Total 

12 

I  I 

23 

12 

1 1 

23 

93 

46 

U39 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

Nil 

4 

28 

Nil 

28 

ion  with 

the  over- 

3rd  February,  1939. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee. 

I  beg  to  present  my  Report  as  your  Building  Byelaws  Surveyor, 
Housing  Estates  Manager  and  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  dealing 
with  work  carried  out  during  the  year  1938. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  and  visits  made  during  the  year 
was  2,113 — 1,043  were  made  under  Building  Byelaws,  419  with 
respect  to  the  maintenance  of  Council  Houses,  639  under  the  Housing 
Acts,  and  12  under  the  Public  Health  Act ;  details  are  shewn  on  the 


appended  lists  : — 

BUILDING  BYELAWS. 

Number  of  Plans  received  during  year  .  .  .  .  307 

Number  of  Plans  rejected  during  year  .  .  .  .  18 

Number  of  New  Connections  to  Sewers  .  .  .  .  22 

Number  of  Water  Samples  collected  .  .  .  .  21 

Number  of  Contravention  Notices  served  .  .  42 

Number  of  Contravention  Notices  complied  with  .  .  31 

Inspections  of  Foundations  .  .  .  .  .  .  108 

Inspections  of  Damp-proof  Courses  .  .  .  .  140 

Number  of  Water-tests  applied  to  Drains  .  .  .  .  253 
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Inspections  re  Connections  to  Sewers  . .  .  .  56 

Inspections  of  Completed  Works  .  .  .  .  264 

Visits  re  Collections  of  Water  Samples  .  .  .  .  25 

General  Inspections  and  Visits  . .  . .  . .  197 


COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

Number  of  Visits  and  Inspections  made  in  connection 

with  Maintenance  . .  . .  . .  .  .  419 

HOUSING  ACTS. 

Inspections  made  in  connection  with  Houses  in¬ 
spected  for  Housing  Defects  .  .  .  .  .  .  529 

Inspections  made  in  connection  with  Overcrowding  21 
General  Inspections  and  Visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  70 

Inspections  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act  19 
Number  of  Dwellings  inspected  for  Housing  Defects  241 
Number  of  Dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

Informal  Action  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  59 

Number  of  Dwellings  rendered  fit  as  a  result  of 

Formal  Action  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  .  .  .  .  22 

Number  of  Dwellings  demolished  after  the  service 

of  Formal  Notices  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Number  of  Dwellings  demolished  in  consequence  of 

Informal  Action  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Number  of  Dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Under¬ 
takings  to  keep  vacant  were  accepted  .  .  .  .  10 

Number  of  Dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Under¬ 
takings  to  Repair  were  Accepted  .  .  .  .  16 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

General  Inspections  and  Visits  . .  .  .  .  .  12 

HOUSING  SURVEY. 

During  the  year  the  work  was  commenced  of  making  detailed 
inspections  of  the  426  dwellings  in  the  District  which  were  revealed 
under  the  Housing  Survey  as  being  unfit.  A  large  amount  of  time 
has  been  devoted  to  this  work  throughout  the  year  and  as  a  result 
a  number  of  cottages  have  been  reconditioned  and  made  fit,  and  a 
number  of  old,  worn-out  structures  demolished,  as  shewn  in  the 
above  table. 

The  following  is  a  summary  shewing  the  position  of  the  dwellings 
on  the  Housing  Survey  at  the  31st  December,  1938  : — 

Number  Inspected  in  Detail  and  in  Respect  of  which 
Action  has  been  taken 


234 


Number  Inspected  in  Detail  and  Made  Fit  .  .  68 

Number  Demolished  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Number  Vacated  and  in  respect  of  which  Under¬ 
takings  to  keep  Vacant  have  been  accepted  .  .  10 


R.  A.  UPSTONE, 

Building  Byelaws  Surveyor, 
Housing  Estates  Manager  and 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

NUISANCES. 


Keeping  of  Ducks. 

Recurrence  of  a  nuisance  arising  from  the  keeping  of  ducks  in 
close  vicinity  of  inhabited  dwellings  in  a  residential  part  of  the  District 
occurred,  for  the  abatement  of  which  during  1937  an  Order  of  the 
Court  had  been  made.  Proceedings  were  again  instituted  which 
resulted  in  a  fine  of  Ten  Shillings,  and  an  undertaking  was  entered 
upon  to  abate  future  nuisance  by  limiting  the  number  of  ducks  kept 
and  by  keeping  same  within  a  defined  distance  of  dwelling  houses. 
Further  nuisance  arose  later  in  the  year  and  was  abated  by  disposal 
of  some  ducks. 


Keeping  of  Pigs. 

A  complaint  was  received  of  nuisance  caused  by  the  keeping  of 
pigs  in  an  urbanised  area  due  to  accumulation  of  manure  and  excessive 
number  of  pigs.  Notice  was  served  and  abatement  brought  about. 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

Upon  the  proposal  of  the  Hampshire  County  Council  your  Council 
agreed  to  accept  delegation  of  the  powers  of  the  County  Council 
under  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act  1919,  your  Chief  Sanitary 
Officer  being  directed  to  act  as  the  Council  Officer  under  such  Act. 

BED  BUGS. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year,  and  no  dis¬ 
infestation  has  been  required. 

SWIMMING  BATH  AND  POOLS. 

No  public  swimming  baths,  other  than  one  now  disused  and 
referred  to  in  my  last  Report,  exist  in  the  District.  At  Ringwood 
swimming  takes  place  in  a  pool  of  the  River  Avon  in  connection  with 
the  Ringwood  Swimming  Club.  Owing  to  By-pass  Road  Work  this 
pool  has  become  unsuitable,  and  a  new  suitable  pool  site  is  being 
sought. 


POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 
No  action  has  been  necessary  during  the  year. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

I  now  beg  to  submit  to  you  Mr.  R.  A.  Skelton’s  Annual  Report 
for  1938  of  the  work  carried  out  in  his  department. 

The  many  data  contained  therein  provide  evidence  of  the  con¬ 
tinuous  and  unrelaxing  control  exercised  by  him  in  all  matters  apper¬ 
taining  to  maintenance  of  good  sanitation  in  your  District.  In 
particular,  special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  many  shallow  wells 
still  in  use  in  the  Fordingbridge,  Rockbourne  and  Whitsbury  area, 
and  a  wide  survey  of  these  which  he  carried  out  during  1938  has 
already  resulted  in  disuse  of  a  number  of  unsatisfactory  wells  and 
connection  of  dwellings  to  main  water  conduits. 

I  wish  again  most  cordially  to  thank  him  for  his  valuable  assistance 
and  co-operation  on  all  matters  of  technical  sanitation,  and  especially 
for  the  very  valuable  concise  and  detailed  reports  which  he  invariably 
submits  to  me  in  every  case  of  infectious  disease  which  are  models 
of  what  such  reports  should  be. 

Supervision  of  Milk  Supply. 


Milk  and  Dairies  Amendment  Act,  1915. 

Applications  received  to  Register  as  Producers  ...  ...  2 

Applications  received  to  Register  as  Retailers  ...  ...  o 

No.  of  Herds  sampled  under  County  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  Herds  found  tuberculous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

No.  of  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  samples  found  tuberculous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 


Further  samples  are  taken  from  the  tuberculous  herds 
by  the  County  Veterinary  Inspector. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1925 — 

No.  of  licenses  issued  by  the  local  authority  during  1938  under 

the  above  order  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Any  refusal  or  revocation  of  registration  of  retailers  or 
of  licenses  for  graded  milk,  with  reasons  for  the  refusal 
or  revocation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1934 — 

The  number  of  Accredited  and  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  Licenses 
granted  by  the  County  Council  to  producers  in  this  District 
as  from  the  1st  January,  1939,  was  6 9 . 

A  license  to  sell  Milk  in  bulk  by  wholesale  as  “  Grade  A 
(Tuberculin  tested)  ”  was  granted  by  the  Ministry  of 


Health  to  one  producer  in  the  District. 

Farms  — 

No.  of  Dairy  Farms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  282 

Approximate  number  of  Cows  in  the  district  ...  ...  ...  3,400 

Cowkeepers — 

No.  of  cowkeepers  (including  the  dairy  farms)  ...  ...  ...  277 

No.  of  inspections  during  the  year  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  300 

Dairymen  or  purveyors  of  milk  (other  than  cowkeepers) — 

No.  of  dairymen  or  milk  purveyors  (other  than  cowkeepers)  ...  7 

No.  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 
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Dairies  and  Milk  Shops.  These  are  inspected  about  once  a 
quarter.  Their  condition  is  very  good. 

Public  Health,  Slaughter  House,  and  Meat  Regulations 

Order,  1924. 

There  are  Twenty  premises  registered  or  licensed  as  slaughter¬ 
houses  on  regular  days  during  the  week.  20 

Others  wishing  to  slaughter  notify  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  of 
day  and  time. 


Sanitary  Administration. 


Summary  of  Sanitary 

Work 

done  during  year 

1938  : 

Dwelling  Houses — 

Nil 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

mber  of 

Defects 

found 

Formal 

Abatement 

Notices  Defects 
served  remedied 

Defects 

outstand’g 

Water  Supply  .  . 

&  * 

260 

I3I 

9  2 

1 3  1 

0 

Foul  Conditions 

«  • 

I  0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

Ashpits,  Privies  & 

W.C’s 

8 

2 

0 

2 

0 

House  Drainage 

»  « 

25 

1 4 

4 

O 

0 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

•  • 

40 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Cowsheds 

•  • 

2  60 

5 

1 

5 

0 

Slaughterhouses 

.  , 

80 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Deposits  of  Refuse  &  Manure 

I  2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

Pigstyes 

•  • 

I  0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

Other  Nuisances  .  . 

.  , 

15 

5 

0 

5 

0 

Bakehouses 

•  • 

75 

5 

0 

5 

0 

Factories  and  Workshops 

5° 

1  2 

0 

1 2 

0 

Public  Health — 

Slaughter  House 
Meat  Regulation 

and 

Order 

20 

2 

0 

2 

0 

865 

185 

97 

185 

0 

Water  Supply. 

Samples  of  Water,  from  wells,  analysed  .  .  ..  15  1 

Number  found  satisfactory  ..  . ,  ..  82 

Number  found  unsatisfactory  .  .  .  .  .  .  69 

Formal  Notices  served  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  92 

Houses  with  unsatisfactory  supply  .  .  .  .  .  .  131 

Number  obtained  new  supplies  from  mains  .  .  12  1 

Number  with  new  wells,  or  wells  improved  .  .  10 


Cinemas. 

The  Sanitary  Conveniences  of  a  local  Cinema  were  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory,  and  these  have  since  been  improved. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No  complaints  as  to  bed  bugs  were  received,  and  no  action  was 
found  necessary  during  the  year. 
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GENERAL. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  disinfects  premises  with  Formalin 
after  all  cases  of  Infectious  Disease.  Bedding  is  disinfected  with 
steam. 

Houses  disinfected  during  the  year  .  .  32 

Action  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  the  Milk  and 
Cream  Regulation  is  arranged  for  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

No  specialised  Inspector  (e.g.,  Food  Inspector)  is  employed  by 
the  District  Council. 


Water  Supply. — The  parishes  of  Burley,  Christchurch  East,  Fording- 
bridge,  Ringwood,  St.  Leonards  and  St.  Ives,  Rockbourne, 
Whitsbury,  and  Sopley,  and  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Ellingham, 
and  Harbridge  and  Ibsley  have  a  piped  supply.  During  the 
year  extensions  of  the  supply  to  the  parishes  of  Rockbourne 
and  Whitsbury  were  carried  out.  The  outside  area  is  supplied 
by  Wells. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.— The  town  of  Ringwood  has  a  Sewerage 
System.  Outside  area  by  Cesspools  and  large  Gardens. 

There  is  no  deficiency,  and  no  improvements  contemplated,  except 
that  a  system  of  sewerage  is  being  considered  for  Fording- 
bridge. 


Closet  Accommodation. — Conversions  during  year  1938. 

j  To  fresh  w.c.’s  nil. 

No.  of  privy  closets  <  To  waste  w.c.’s  nil. 

(  To  pails,  etc.  1. 


No.  of  pail  closets 


To  fresh  w.c.’s 
To  waste  w.c.’s 


No.  of  waste  w.c.’s  to  fresh  w.c.’s 


2. 

none  known, 
nil. 


There  are  practically  no  fixed  receptacles  as  ashpits. 

There  are  practically  no  privy  middens  in  the  District.  W.C.’s 
have  been  substituted  in  nearly  all  cases  for  pail  closets  in 
the  sewered  area. 


Closet  accommodation  provided  for  new  property  : — 
For  houses  within  the  sewered  area — all  w.c.’s. 

For  houses  outside  the  area — 

Large  and  medium  houses — w.c.’s. 
Cottages — some  w.c.’s  and  some  pails. 


House  Scavenging. 

Ringwood  Parish. 

Ashes  removed  once  per  week. 

Tins,  etc.,  removed  once  per  month. 

Fordingbridge  Parish. 

Ashes  removed  once  per  week. 

Tins,  etc.,  removed  once  per  month. 
Night  soil  twice  per  week. 
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Burley  Parish.  St.  Leonards  and  St.  Ives  Parish. 

Tins,  etc.,  removed  once  per  month. 

Damerham  Parish.  Martin  Parish.  Whitsbury  Parish. 

Tins,  etc.,  removed  once  per  quarter. 

Christchurch  E.  Parish.  Woodgreen  Parish.  Hale  Parish. 

Tin  Dump  provided  in  each  parish. 

The  above  appears  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of — 

Tins  and  ashes  by  controlled  dumping. 

Night  soil  ploughed  into  land. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

These  are  periodically  cleared  of  weeds,  which  lessens  the  liability 
of  flooding  of  the  low-lying  parts  of  the  district.  Parts  of  Ringwood 
and  Fordingbridge  were  liable  to  flooding,  but  the  Avon  and  Stour 
Catchment  Board  have  recently  cleaned  out  the  river  bed  and  this 
appears  to  have  remedied  the  flooding. 

No  flooding  occurred  during  the  year. 

R.  A.  SKELTON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

CANNED  FOODS. — Pearl  Barley. 

A  complaint  was  received  respecting  unsoundness  of  a  tin  of 
soup  containing  Pearl  Barley,  and  a  suggestion  was  pur  forward  by 
the  complainant  that  Pearl  Barley  was  an  undesirable  constituent  of 
canned  foods  in  that  it  would  not  keep.  I  took  this  matter  up  with 
the  Ministry  of  Health  and  with  the  manufacturer.  The  decision 
was  arrived  at  that  no  doubt  arose  as  to  the  proper  keeping  qualities 
of  Pearl  Barley  in  sterilised  canned  foods,  and  that  provided  that 
canned  foods  containing  this  constituent  were  stored  under  normal 
conditions  in  a  fairly  uniform  temperature  and  dry  place  they  should 
keep  for  two  years,  and  probably  much  longer  in  perfect  condition. 
This  finding  is  of  importance  in  relation  to  storage  of  food  in  con¬ 
nection  with  Air  Raid  Precautions. 

AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS. 

Under  Home  Office  instructions  the  administrative  control  of 
Casualty  and  Medical  Services  is  made  an  obligation  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  I  have  been  particularly  fortunate  in  obtaining 
the  voluntary  services  of  Lieut. -Colonel  j.  W.  Watson,  C.I.E.,  C.B.E., 
retired  Indian  Medical  Service,  as  First  Aid  Commandant,  who  also 
most  kindly  volunteered  to  act  as  Deputy  for  me  in  many  matters 
respecting  administration  of  the  Casualty  arrangements  in  your 
District,  since  the  onus  placed  upon  me  through  also  being  responsible 
for  Casualty  Services  in  the  adjoining  Borough  of  Christchurch  placed 
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very  considerable  strain  upon  my  general  statutory  obligations  for  the 
two  Districts,  as  also  upon  my  additional  routine  duties  as  part-time 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officer. 

I  wish  to  express  my  very  great  appreciation  of  the  very  ready  and 
highly  efficient  manner  in  which  Colonel  Watson  has  collaborated 
in  providing  a  very  complete  and  comprehensive  Casualty  Service 
for  your  District,  the  arrangements  for  which  have  necessarily  involved 
in  view  of  its  extensive  area  and  scattered  parishes  a  very  considerable 
amount  of  detailed  and  meticulous  work. 

The  following  provisions  for  Casualty  Services  have  been  made 
and  have  received  the  sanction  of  the  Home  Office  and  the  Ministry 
of  Health  : — 

Town  of  Ringwood — Mobile  First  Aid  Post. 

Town  of  Fordingbridge — 'Small  Fixed  First  Aid  Post  situated 
at  the  Cottage  Hospital. 

In  addition  there  are  approximately  20  First  Aid  Points  stationed 
in  parishes  throughout  the  District.  Four  First  Aid  Parties  are 
arranged  for  based  upon  the  towns  of  Fordingbridge  and  of  Ringwood 
and  the  Parish  of  Burley,  together  with  2  Ambulances  stationed  at 
Fordingbridge  and  2  Ambulances  stationed  at  Ringwood. 

With  regard  to  Personnel  for  Casualty  Services  but  little  difficulty 
arose  ;  a  considerable  number  of  women  and  a  few  men  quickly 
responded  to  an  appeal  for  volunteers  at  the  time  of  the  September 
Crisis,  and  before  the  end  of  the  year  most  of  these  had  completed 
courses  in  First  Aid  and  in  Anti-Gas.  At  the  present  time  a  sufficiency 
of  female  volunteers  is  available,  though  some  difficulty  still  obtains 
on  securing  a  sufficiency  of  male  volunteers  of  suitable  age  for  First 
Aid  Parties.  I  am  hopeful  that  shortly  this  deficiency  may  become 
rectified. 

Early  in  the  present  year  a  Conference  was  called  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  at  which  matters  affecting  details  of  the  Casualty 
Services,  including  hospitalisation  and  co-operation  with  neighbouring 
areas  were  considered. 

Very  special  and  detailed  consideration  has  been  given  by  me 
to  potential  sanitary  problems  arising  in  connection  with  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Evacuation  Scheme,  whereby  in  the  event  of  emergency  the 
population  throughout  your  District  will  become  considerably  in¬ 
creased  especially  by  infants  and  children  of  school  age  and  by  in¬ 
capacitated  persons. 

I  am  satisfied  that  the  general  arrangements  made  in  your  District 
for  First  Aid  and  Casualty  Service  are  now  sufficiently  advanced  to 
meet  adequately  any  sudden  emergency  which  might  arise. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  that  your  Council  has  now 
decided  to  adopt  a  scheme  for  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 
It  is  further  interesting  to  note  that  very  shortly  every  Urban  and 
Rural  District  in  the  county  of  Hampshire  will  have  adopted 
schemes,  the  result  of  which  is  likely  in  course  of  time  to  diminish 
markedly  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria,  and  ultimately,  as  the  practice 
of  immunisation  becomes  more  widely  carried  out,  to  eliminate  all 
but  entirely  the  epidemic  character  of  the  infection. 

Immunisation  in  your  District,  as  elsewhere,  is  purely  voluntary, 
but  it  is  hoped  that  by  means  of  suitable  propaganda  all  parents  will 
in  time  be  persuaded  in  the  future  interests  of  their  children  to  take 
advantage  of  the  scheme  and  ask  for  simple  preventive  inoculation 
during  babyhood.  Schools  are  recruited  periodically  from  a  population 
whose  susceptibility  to  Diphtheria  is  high.  If  every  child  before 
reaching  school  age  were  immunised  an  immune  population  would 
gradually  emerge  ;  schools  would  then  be  recruited  by  immune 
children  and  epidemic  Diphtheria  would  disappear. 


BIRTH  CONTROL. 

While  no  Birth  Control  Clinic  exists  in  your  District,  arrangements 
have  been  made  whereby,  on  the  recommendation  of  their  medical 
attendants  on  grounds  of  health,  expert  advice  and  suitable  treatment 
can  be  obtained  by  married  women  at  the  Married  Women’s  Advisory 
Clinic,  established  by  voluntary  effort  at  Salisbury,  which  is  attended 
by  a  specially  qualified  lady-doctor.  In  certain  necessitous  cases 
grants  are  made  towards  expenses  by  the  County  Council. 

SCHOOLS  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  children  in  the  Schools  is  carried  out 
by  the  Staff  of  the  County  Medical  Officer.  This  inspection  in  the 
Schools  within  your  District  has  largely  been  carried  out  by  myself 
in  my  capacity  as  part-time  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer.  The 
general  health  of  scholars  has  been  well  maintained,  and  the  provision 
made  under  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  Scheme  for  the  supply  of  milk 
at  economic  price  to  school  children  has  been  satisfactory.  Special 
attention  has  been  given  to  the  sanitation  of  Schools,  and  in  particular 
action  has  been  taken  to  bring  about  improvement  in  the  surfacing 
and  drainage  of  school  playgrounds.  Water  supplies  have  been 
satisfactory. 
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Under  the  administration  and  control  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer  the  following  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  in  your  area  : — 

Ringwood — 

Antenatal  Clinic — ist  Monday,  2.0  p.m. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic — 2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays,  2.30  p.m. 

Toddlers’  Clinic — once  in  three  months,  Wednesdays, 
2.30  p.m. 

Fordingbridge — 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic — every  Friday,  2.30  p.m. 

Tuberculosis  Clinic — ist  Wednesday,  10.0  a.m. 

Breamore — 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic — 2nd  Thursday,  2.30  p.m. 

In  addition  to  these,  Ophthalmic  and  Dental  Clinics  are  frequently 
held  at  all  these  Centres.  There  is  also  an  Infant  Welfare  Clinic 
held  at  Burley  and  attended  by  Dr.  H.  A.  F.  Wilson  once  a  month. 

The  Orthopaedic  Clinic  held  at  Christchurch  has  now  been  dis¬ 
continued,  and  special  arrangements  have  been  made  for  cases  in  the 
southern  part  of  your  area  to  be  seen  at  the  Bournemouth  Orthopaedic 
Clinic.  Cases  in  the  Fordingbridge  area  continue  to  attend  at  the 
General  Infirmary,  Salisbury. 

Attendances  at  the  various  Infant  Welfare  Centres  have  been  well 
maintained,  and  mothers  appear  to  be  taking  increasing  advantage  of 
these  Centres  to  seek  advice  concerning  their  infants.  Many  thousands 
of  weighings  of  infants  have  been  carried  out,  and  whenever 
necessary  parents  have  been  persuaded  to  consult  with  the 
Medical  Officer  attending  upon  questions  of  feeding  and  infant 
management.  The  institution  of  Toddlers’  Clinics  in  your  area  has 
been  especially  valuable,  since  thereby  medical  observation  can  be 
made  and  advice  given  in  respect  of  children  prior  to  school  entrance. 
By  this  means  defects  can  be  detected  and  early  treatment  provided 
during  a  particularly  important  period  in  the  child’s  life,  and  much 
potential  future  incapacity  be  eliminated.  In  particular,  defects  of 
vision,  impairment  of  health  due  to  obstruction  by  unhealthy  tonsils 
and  adenoids,  and  orthopaedic  defects  can  be  dealt  with  in  their  earliest 
stages,  and  so  secure  for  the  child  improved  opportunity  to  benefit 
in  due  course  from  the  many  facilities  now  afforded  by  the  schools 
for  profitable  education  and  physical  fitness. 

HOSPITAL  SERVICES,  ETC. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Under  an  Agreement  with  the  Salisbury  and  District  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital  Committee,  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  occurring  in  all 
parts  of  your  District  are  admitted  to  this  Hospital. 
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The  arrangements  made  by  me  during  1933  for  the  availability 
of  supplies  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  for  the  use  of  medical  practitioners 
in  all  parts  of  the  District  have  been  continued. 

General  Medical  and  Surgical  Cases. 

Cases  are  sent  by  Medical  Practitioners  to  the  General  Hospital, 
Salisbury  ;  to  the  Royal  Victoria  and  West  Hants  Hospital,  Bourne¬ 
mouth  ;  and  to  the  Southampton  Hospital. 

There  is  a  well-equipped  Cottage  Hospital  at  Fordingbridge  (six 
beds). 

Public  Assistance. 

Fordingbridge  Infirmary,  and  Fairmile  House  Infirmary,  Christ¬ 
church. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

For  Infectious  Cases— Salisbury  Isolation  Hospital  Ambulance. 
For  Non-infectious  Cases  and  Accidents  and  Medical  Emergen¬ 
cies — Voluntary  Red  Cross  Ambulance,  Christchurch,  and 
Salisbury  Ambulance. 

Nursing  in  the  Home  is  provided  by  the  Hants  County  Nursing 
Association.  There  are  also  several  Private  Nursing  Homes  in 
the  District  and  vicinity. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

All  Slaughterhouses  have  been  visited  by  your  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  it  was  found  that  the  Humane  Killer  was  being  used 
in  all  cases  wThere  required.  All  slaughtermen  are  licensed. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  Notification  of  Births  Act,  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Acts,  Midwives  Act,  and  Venereal  Diseases 
Act,  1917,  are  administered  by  the  County  Council. 

LOCAL  LEGISLATION,  ETC. 

See  Schedule  at  end. 

GENERAL. 

During  1938  satisfactory  progress  in  all  matters  affecting  the 
good  sanitation  and  welfare  of  your  District  has  been  maintained.  In 
particular,  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  provision  of 
wholesome  water  supply,  many  dwellings,  especially  in  the  Fording¬ 
bridge  area,  which  were  found  to  be  dependent  upon  wells  polluted 
or  liable  to  pollution  having  been  connected  with  the  main  of  the  West 
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Hampshire  Water  Company.  In  addition,  the  extensive  and  com¬ 
prehensive  survey  of  housing  carried  out  by  your  Additional  Sanitary 
Inspector  has  for  the  first  time  brought  into  clear  perspective 
specific  details  of  housing  requirements  throughout  the  area,  upon 
which  the  judicious  formulation  of  future  housing  policies  for  your 
District  may  be  based. 

I  welcome  very  much  your  recent  adoption  of  a  scheme  for 
Diphtheria  Immunisation,  since  I  feel  confident  that  in  due  course 
this  will  add  materially  towards  the  reduction  of  the  incidence  of 
infectious  disease  not  only  in  your  own  District,  but  also  in  the  County 
of  Hampshire  as  a  whole.  I  am  hopeful  that  before  long  this  advance 
in  effective  sanitary  administration  may  be  supplemented  by  another 
important  and  highly  desirable  contributory  factor  in  the  reduction 
of  infectious  disease,  namely,  the  inception  of  main  sewerage  in  the 
as  yet  unsewered  town  and  environs  of  Fordingbridge. 

Aid  Raid  Precautions  have  progressed  very  satisfactorily  in  your 
area,  and  judicious  consideration  has  been  given  by  your  Council 
to  sanitary  provisions  to  meet  demand  which  may  be  placed  upon 
your  District  by  the  Government  Evacuation  Scheme.  I  would 
urge  that  without  delay  every  opportunity  be  taken  to  ensure  that 
your  inhabitants,  whether  volunteers  for  Aid  Raid  Precautions  Services 
or  not,  acquire  simple  elementary  knowledge  of  First  Aid  and  of 
Home  Nursing,  which,  quite  apart  from  potential  War  Emergency,  is 
a  most  valuable  asset  in  every  home.  In  the  event  of  War,  many 
lives  and  much  unhappiness  would  be  saved  thereby. 

Allow  me  again  to  express  to  your  Council  and  its  Officers  my 
appreciation  of  the  unfailing  help  and  kindly  co-operation  extended 
to  me  at  all  times. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CONYERS  MORRELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


26th  June,  1939. 
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HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS 

Samples  taken  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1938,  in  the 
Rural  District  of  Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge. 


Article  Genuine  Unsatisfactory 

Arrowroot 

Aspirin 

Baking  Powder... 

Beer 

Brandy 

Bread 

Butter  ...  2 

Camphorated  Oil 
Castor  Oil 

Cereals  ...  1 

Cheese 

Citric  Acid 

Cocoa  ...  1 

Coffee 

Condensed  Milk 
Cream  ...  1 

Cream  of  Tartar 
Demerara  Sugar 
Dripping 
Egg  Powder 
Fish,  tinned  ...  1 

Flour  ...  2 

Flour,  Self-raising  1 

Friar’s  Balsam  ...  1 

Gin 

Glycerine 
Golden  Syrup  ... 

Ground  Ginger... 

Honey 
Ice  Cream 

Iron  Jelloids  ...  1 

Jam 

Lard  ...  1 


Article  Genuine 


Laudanum 
Lemon  Curd 
Malt  Vinegar  ... 
Margarine 
Meat,  tinned 
Milk 

Milk  of  Sulphur 

Mincemeat 

Mustard 

New  Milk 

Sep.  Milk 

Nitre,  Spirit  of  ... 

Paregoric 

Pepper 

Prunes 

Quinine,  Sulphate 
of 

Rhubarb,  Tinct¬ 
ure  of 
Rum 

Sal  Volatile 
Sausage 

Seidlitz  Powders 

Skim  Milk 

Sugar 

Sweets 

Tea 

Vinegar 

Whiskey 


I 


2 


I 

71 


2 


I 

I 


Total  ...  91 


Unsatisfactory 


8 


8 


Sample  No 

S7045.  New  Milk — certified  to  be  107  per  cent,  deficient  in  fat. 

S7°4-h-  M  11  ii  i)  29  7  11  ,1  )i  _ 

Case  heard  at  Fordingbridge,  8th  July,  when  a  fine  of  to/-  with  12/6  costs  was  imposed. 


S7049. 

New  Milk — 

certified  to  be  i6'o  per  cent,  deficient  in  fat. 

S7055. 

i) 

) i 

)) 

ii  ^  O  ii  11  n 

S7057- 

) i 

ii 

ii 

a  4 0  n  a  n 

87058. 

ii 

a 

a 

0  T  *  0 

M  ^  1  O  ii  ii  a 

S70S9. 

i  i 

> i 

9) 

I  2’0 

}f  1  ^  ;  i  a  a 

and  57  Per  cent,  deficient  in  non-fatty  solids. 

S7060. 

)  t 

if 

)  ) 

to  be  167  per  cent,  deficient  in  fat. 

H.  LESLIE  CRONK, 

7th  February,  1939.  County  Medical  Officer. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year 
1938,  for  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Ringwood  and 

Fordingbridge, 

on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection 
with  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  and  WORKPLACES. 


1.— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises 

1 

Inspections 

2 

Written 

Notices 

3 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

4 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  ... 

40 

O 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 

85 

4 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

Nil 

0 

Total  ... 

125 

4 

Nil 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 
WORKPLACES. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 

offences  in 

Particulars. 

Referred  to 

respect  to 

Found 

Remedied 

H.M. 

Inspector. 

which  Prose¬ 
cutions  were 

instituted. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 

Acts : 

Want  of  cleanliness 

5 

5 

Want  of  ventilation 

0 

0 

Overcrowding 

0 

0 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

2 

2 

Other  nuisances  ... 

Sanitary  accommodation — 

0 

0 

Insufficient 

0 

O 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

I 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

0 

O 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 

Workshop  Acts-. 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 

bakehouse  (s.  101) 

0 

O 

Other  offences  . 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork 
and  offences  under  the  Sections  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  Factories  and  Workshops 
Transfer  of  Powers  Order,  1921)). 

T  otal  ...  ...  ... 

9 

9 

I 

U 

17 

.  1 

Nil 

OUTWORK  in  unwholesome  premises,  section  108  ...  ...  Nil. 

C.  CONYERS  MORRELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

R.  A.  SKELTON, 

June,  1939.  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Local  Legislation. 


APPLICABLE  TO  THE  WHOLE  RURAL  DISTRICT:— 
Public  Health  Act,  1875- 

Sec.  17 1  (2)  The  Provision  of  the  Towns  Police  Clauses  Act,  1847,  with 
respect  to  fires. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment  Act),  1890 — 

Sec.  28.  Extension  of  Secs.  116  to  119  of  the  Public  Health  Actt 

1875- 


Public  Health  Act,  1925 — 

Sec.  14.  Public  drinking-  fountains,  seats,  etc.,  in  streets. 

Sec.  23.  Lopping  trees  overhanging  highways. 

Sec.  25.  Restrictions  on  placing  rails,  beams,  etc.,  over  streets. 

Sec.  33.  Power  to  prescribe  improvement  lines  for  widening  streets. 

Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts,  1889-1923.— (The  whole  Acts). 

Slaughter  or  Animals  Act,  1933. — Extension  of  the  provisions  of 
Section  1  of  the  Act  to  Sheep,  Ewes,  Wethers,  Rams  and  Lambs. 


ADDITIONAL  POWERS  APPLICABLE  TO  THE  CONTRIBU¬ 
TORY  PLACE  OF  RINGWOOD 

Sec.  160  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  so  far  as  it  incorporates  the 
provisions  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Clauses  Act,  1847,  with  respect 
to  the  numbering  of  houses. 

Sec.  19  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  with  respect  to  the  indication  of  the 
names  of  streets. 


ADDITIONAL  POWERS  APPLICABLE  TO  THE  CONTRIBU¬ 
TORY  PLACE  OF  HURN 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment  Act),  1907 — 

Sections  15  and  16  (in  so  far  as  they  do  not  relate  to  buildings)  and 
Sections  17,  18,  20,  22,  28,  29,  30,  32,  33  (as  amended  by  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936;,  53  and  54. 


N.B. — The  above  provisions  are  additional  to  the  general  Statutory  powers 
of  a  Rural  Authority. 
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Byelaws  in  Force. 


APPLICABLE  TO  THE  WHOLE  RURAL  DISTRICT:— 

New  Buildings,  etc. — 

Passed  27th  July,  1934.  Confirmed  1 8th  September,  1934.  Operative 
from  1  st  November,  1934. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 

Passed  29th  June,  1934.  Confirmed  23rd  August,  1934.  Operative 
from  1st  October,  1934. 

Nuisances,  etc. — 

Passed  26th  June,  1936.  Confirmed  4th  August,  1936.  Operative 
from  1st  October,  1936. 

New  Streets,  etc. — 

Passed  26th  June,  1936.  Confirmed  9th  November,  1937.  Operative 
from  1st  December,  1937. 


APPLICABLE  ONLY  TO  THAT  PART  OF  THE  RURAL 
DISTRICT  FORMERLY  IN  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 
CHRISTCHURCH  (as  constituted  prior  to  1st  April,  1932):— 

Slaughterhouses  and  Slaughtering  of  Animals — 

Passed  4th  September,  1925.  Confirmed  20th  January,  1926.  So  far  as 
they  are  not  affected  by  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 


APPLICABLE  ONLY  TO  THAT  PART  OF  THE  RURAL 
DISTRICT  COMPRISING  THE  FORMER  RURAL  DIS¬ 
TRICT  OF  RINGWOOD  (as  constituted  prior  to  1st  April,  1932): — 


Slaughter  of  Animals  — 

Passed  15th  October,  192T  Confirmed  15th  January,  1929.  So  far  as 
they  are  not  affected  by  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 
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